DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                   [FEB. 1.

the continent; of princes, of whom it is not certain, that
we shall receive either advantage or security from their
greatness, or that we should suffer any loss or injury by
their fall.

But, my lords, I know it will be answered, that the
queen of Hungary has a right by treaty to our assistance ;
and that in becoming guarantees of the Pragmatick sanc-
tion, we engaged to support her in the dominions of her
ancestors. This, my lords, is an answer of which I do not
deny the justness, and of which I will not attempt to in-
validate the strength. I allow that such a stipulation was
made, and that treaties ought to be observed, at whatever
hazard, with unviolated faith. It has been, indeed, ob-
jected, that many nations engaged with us in the same
treaty, whom interest or cowardice have inclined to neg-
lect it; and that we ought not to become the standing
garrison of Europe, or to defend alone those territories, to
the preservation of which so many states are obliged to
contribute equally with ourselves. But this, my lords, ap-
pears to me an argument of which the ill consequences
can never be fully discovered; an argument which dis-
solves all the obligations of contracts, destroys the founda-
tion of moral justice, and lays society open to all the
mischiefs of perfidy, by making the validity of oaths and
contracts dependant upon chance, and regulating the du-
ties of one man by the conduct of another. I pretend not,
my lords, to long experience, and, therefore, in discussing
intricate questions, may be easily mistaken. But as, in
my opinion, my lords, morality is seldom difficult, but when
it is clouded with an intention to deceive others or our-
selves, I shall venture to declare with more confidence,
that in proportion as one man neglects his duty, another is
more strictly obliged to practise his own, that his example
may not help forward the general corruption, and that
those who are injured by the perfidy of others, may from
his sincerity have a prospect of relief.

I believe all politicks that are not founded on morality
will be found fallacious and destructive, if not immediately,
to those who practise them; yet, consequentially, by their